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Standards Alignment
• Children have a natural desire to explore, to build, and to question. Through open-ended exploration, children interact with 

materials in nature and scientific materials/tools to explore and learn about their world.  (ECERS-3)

• Children have an innate desire to experiment and investigate while gathering data to make conclusions. 
    (PA Early Learning Standards)

 
• Adults facilitate children’s development of those skills that support discovery and inquiry while promoting their natural 

curiosity. 

• Children first construct scientific knowledge by using their five senses to interact with the environment.  That is how they make 
sense of their world. (Head Start)

 
• Children’s immediate environment and daily surroundings provide the best context for science learning. Some ways they do 

this include observing, measuring, investigating, sorting, and comparing.  (PA Early Learning Standards)

• Adults scaffold children’s thinking by asking open-ended questions that encourage problem-solving and critical thinking. 
(PA Early Learning Standards)

• Young children’s incli nation to be curious, explore, experiment, ask questions, and develop their own theories about the world 
makes science an important domain for enhancing learning. (Head Start)
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Hands on Science: Wild Winter 

Through the snow

On top of the snow

Under the snow o Mice
o Voles
o Shrews

o Deer
o Moose

o Rabbits
o Foxes



Hands on Science: Wild Winter

Poll
How likely are you to use these 

“Wild Winter” activities in your classroom?



Woodland Footprints



Every Season has a Story to Tell




